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FOREWORD 
 

The Manual of Administrative Operations of the First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield, NJ, 

is intended to be a resource for both leaders and members of the Church as to how the Church is 

organized and operated.  This is a “living document”; it is intended to be periodically updated 

and changed, as the Church policies and procedures change. 

 

For ease of use, the Table of Contents below has hot links; simply click on the link to go to this 

section.  Individual sections also have hot links.  Click on the link to see the referenced 

document. 

 

This material was originally researched from 2018-2022, and compiled and published in 2022.  

 

 

Special Thanks to the Governance Committee members 

 

Mark Oswald, Chair (2018-21) 

Lorraine Gormely-Devine, Chair (2022) 

Janet Sharke 

Glenn Manochi 

John Dowd 

Lisa Hurd 
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2.  Church Structure and Related Organizational Documents 

A. Organizing Covenant 

 The Church was organized on November 21, 1871 under the authority of the Presbytery 

of West Jersey.  Click here for the Church’s Organization Charter. [Link2A1] 

B. Incorporation 

 The Church became a corporation on February 27, 1873 under Title 16 of the New Jersey 

Statutes, “Corporations and Associations, Religious.”  The organizers did so by filing 

handwritten Articles of Incorporation with the Camden County Clerk.  The Articles were 

recorded in Book 1, page 62.  A copy of the handwritten Articles of Incorporation as certified by 

the Camden County Clerk on August 13, 2009 and again on May 18, 2019 can be found here. 

[Link 2B1]   A typewritten version of the Articles of Incorporation, as certified by the Camden 

County Clerk on April 18, 1958, can be found here. [Link 2B2]  The Church’s attorney has 

opined that the Church is a valid corporation under the laws of the State of New Jersey. [Link 

2B3] 

C. Non-Profit Corporation 

 On January 31, 1964, the United States Government granted the Church tax exempt 

status under the Internal Revenue Code. [Link 2C1]  The Church is also a sales tax exempt 

organization.  Its sales tax exemption certificate can be found here. [Link2C2] 

D.  Vision and Mission Statements 

 The Church’s Vision Statement is, “Hearts Open to Christ – Doors Opening to His 

World.”  

The Church has adopted a Mission Statement.  It states: 

First Presbyterian Church is a home for your heart.  We honor and care for all 

people, acting as family in Christ.  We are open and welcoming, supporting all 

people wherever they are in their faith journey.  We provide opportunities for 

spiritual growth and fellowship through worship, study and prayer.  We reach out 

beyond our walls to share the good news of Christ's redeeming power and to help 

those in need in our community and our World.  

  

E. Church Property 

 The Church owns the properties identified in the December 31, 2019 Haddonfield Tax 

Map as Block 35, Lots 6, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. [Link 2E1]  The property information for these 

properties are found here. [Link 2E2—still need Lots 9 and 12 information, to be inserted in 

Link] 

 

 

F. Governance Structure 

 For many years prior to February 2003, two separate bodies governed the Church: the 

Board of Trustees and Session.  At that time, the Church changed its governance structure from a 

bicameral structure to a unicameral structure consisting solely of Session.  Ruling Elders are the 

members of Session.  Those Ruling Elders who are 18 years old or older also serve as Trustees 

(Elder-Trustee) and vote on Session matters pertaining to the Church’s corporate existence, such 

as the management and disposition of Church property. 

Ruling Elders are elected by the congregation from among its members and, with the 

Church’s ministers, are expected to exercise leadership, governance, spiritual discernment and 
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discipline over the life of the congregation.  Session is headed by the Church’s Pastor who acts 

as its Moderator.  The Church also has four officers of the corporation: President, Vice-

President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The Church’s rules concerning the Nomination, Election, 

Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders are discussed in Section 5, below. 

The Church follows the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (“Book of 

Order”) concerning its governance structure. 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf  The 

Church’s rules governing the meetings of its members and the actions and powers of Session and 

Church officers are contained in its Bylaws [Link 2F1].  In addition, Session meetings are 

governed by its Standing Rules. [Link 2F2]   

Session has standing and ad hoc Committees which make reports to Session and 

periodically bring proposals to Session for consideration.  Those Committees are invaluable in 

assisting Session in its decision-making processes and are discussed in detail in Section 7, below. 

 The Church also has Deacons who care for the well-being of Church members and 

members of the community by providing various services and community outreach.  Their 

activities are governed by the Church’s Board of Deacons which Board is under the supervision 

and authority of Session.  Further information concerning the Deacons and the Board of Deacons 

is discussed in Section 9, below. 

  

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf
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2A1. Church’s Organization Charter 
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2B2. Handwritten Articles of Incorporation 
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2B2. Typewritten Articles of Incorporation 
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2B3. Church Attorney’ Letter 
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2C1. Federal Tax Exemption Letter 
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2C2. State Sales Tax Exemption Letter 

 


